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DAYTON, Ohio, March 20, 1974 --- Artists' original interpretations of
100 great ideas in western thought will be exhibited in the University of
De.yton Kennedy Union Art Gallery and in the lobby of the New Library, March
31st to April 29th. The exhibit entitled Great Ideas of Western Man is
owned by Container Corporation of America.
The works of Art in this collection combine philosophy with fine art.
Container Corporation first commissioned artists in 1950 to interpret great
statements in western thought. The statements are from such leaders in
philosophical, spiritual, educational and political fields as Goethe,
Thoreau, Edison, John Stuart Mill, Jefferson, and Einstein.
The artists commissioned by Container Corporation were given free rein
to interpret the statements. Thus, the distinguishing quality of the
collection is the unusual opportunity for the viewer to gain insight into
the creative thought processes of the contributing artists.
Artists included in the exhibit are Rene Magritte, Miquel Garcia
VivAIlcos, Ernest Trova, Ben Sakogucki, Feliks Topolski, Herbert ~er,
Ben Shahn and Richard Lindner. Their works vary in size and technique
from small water colors and collages to large oil paintings and sculptures.
The exhibit of 100 pieces is in one sense retrospective of contemporaxy
art, covering a twenty-year period dating back to 1950. It also gives the
viewer an opportunity to compare the interpretive powers and approaches of
various artists.
Originally, the artwork was commissioned for the firm's advertising
program. As the collection grew, Container Corporation's management realized
that the pieces should be shared with the public. Since the late '50's,
the Great Ideas collection has been shown in leading galleries and museums
throughout the United States, South America and Europe.
This combination of tine art and philosophy is generally acknowledged
to be a pioneering effort in the corporate commissioning and use of tine
arts in America. It is also a continuing and major influence in the growing
involvement ot American business with the encouragement of fine art, in a
connotative and educational realm rather than a purely decorative one.
Gallery hours at the Kennedy Union are 11 A.M. to 2 P.M., and 6 P.M.
to 9 P.M. Monda¥ through Friday, and 2 to 6 P.M. Saturday and Sunday.
Library hours are 8 A. M. to 12 midnight Monday through Thursday, Friday,
8 A.M. tolO P.M., Saturday, 12 noon to 6 P.M., Sunday, 1 P.M. to 12 midnight.
The public is invited and urged to come and view this showing.
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